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General area of the Western Heads Goukamma Conservancy showing the boundary  
 

 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2025 –Johan Labuschagne 

Johan Labuschagne (johan@paradisefound.co.za) 
 

 
Dear conservationists, landowners, and friends 
 
As the year ends, I’m pleased to share several important developments. We are fortunate to live in a beautiful 
and pristine environment, but it requires our awareness and care to preserve its benefits. Our area is legally 
identified as a Critical Biodiversity Area (CBA) and Protected Area, which demands special attention and 
responsibility from residents. 
 
The region's appeal has attracted more permanent residents, increasing human activity and new challenges for 
biodiversity. Despite this, interest in our unique habitats remains strong. The greatest threat continues to be 
habitat loss due to Invasive Alien Plants (IAPs), which also pose significant fire risks. NEMA (National 
Environmental Management Act) obligates landowners to prevent harm, especially in CBAs. 
 
The WHGC executive team is actively pursuing conservation goals. Notable progress includes: 

• Completion of the Table Mountain Fund project in September 2025, with major achievements 
safeguarding the Knysna Sand Fynbos under Dr Dave Edge, who managed the removal of IAPs. Many 
private properties are now committed to conservation through reserves and partnerships. 
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• Ongoing ecosystem research by CREW and independent observers on iNaturalist is expanding our 
knowledge of the botanical treasures of the WHGC and raising awareness. 
 

Special thanks also go to Alien Busters (Eden Resilience NPO), including Tilla, Makkie and Judy, for their significant 
contributions. I am grateful to all urban residents and landowners who supported the WHGC in 2025. Let’s 
continue our efforts to protect this remarkable area for future generations. 
 

 

Western Heads-Goukamma Conservancy 
and Table Mountain Fund Fynbos Forever Programme: 
A Collaborative Project for the Protection and Restoration of the 

Critically Endangered Knysna Sand Fynbos 
Dave Edge (orachrysops@gmail.com) 

Johan Labuschagne (johan@paradisefound.co.za) 
 

 INTRODUCTION 

 
Most of the properties on the Western Heads are situated on the Critically Endangered vegetation type, Knysna 
Sand Fynbos. Of the original 15 000 ha that existed only 2 750 ha has not been transformed by plantations, 
intensive agriculture,  urbanisation, and infrastructure, and 1 750 ha of that occurs between the N2 and the 
Western Heads! 
 

 
 

Knysna Sand Fynbos – the bright green areas are the only areas that have not been transformed 

PROJECT COMPLETION  - AUGUST 2025 
 
In September 2022 the WHG Conservancy applied for and was chosen by the Table Mountain Fund for funding 
our  ‘Save the Knysna Sand Fynbos’ project. Under this project landowners whose properties contain Knysna 
Sand Fynbos could choose to have their property declared as a Contract National Park or Nature Reserve, either 
under SANParks or Cape Nature. They were then given assistance to clear their land of invasive alien vegetation 
and the Table Mountain Fund paid half of the costs. There are also some significant tax benefits available to 
landowners who commit. 
 
At the completion of the project, 15 properties (380 ha) have been committed to conservation and 343 ha have 
been cleared of alien invasive plants. 
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Map showing the properties on the Brenton Peninsula. The dark orange properties have committed to conservation  
 

A sustained effort has subsequently gone into clearing alien vegetation from these properties. This ensures that 
the natural vegetation will recover and will also reduce the fire risk to these properties.  At the completion of 
the project a total of 343 ha of land has been cleared of alien vegetation, with some landowners deciding to clear 
their properties with their own labour.   
 
 

 
 

Map showing the areas cleared of alien invasive plants (orange) on the Brenton Peninsula 
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The TMF project came to an end in August 2025, but it is hoped that the momentum and enthusiasm for clearing 
alien invasive plants will be maintained well beyond the end of the project. 
 
THE FUTURE 
 
Ecological burns: 
It is planned to burn alien free properties from 2026 onwards (see map of zones) to create a mosaic of differently 
aged vegetation. Planning and implementation will be done by Southern Cape Fire Protection Agency (SCFPA) 
and SANParks, and strategic fire breaks will be established. 

 

 
 

Zones for planned ecological burns from 2026 onwards 

 
 
 

Restoration 
Passive restoration – The natural growth of indigenous plants after IAP removal  will be assessed during follow 
up surveys and 2 years after an ecological burn. 
 
Active restoration will only be necessary if the soil quality poor  or the seed bank is depleted – mainly where 
eucalyptus trees had been dominant. 
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Botanical Surveys 

Nicky van Berkel (vanberkeln@gmail.com) 

 
 

According to Jan Vlok’s report prepared during May 2005 to attain an overview of the conservation value of the 
area between Buffalo Bay and Belvidere, the natural vegetation of the Western Heads consists of sixteen 
vegetation units. Quoting his report: ‘The combination of vegetation units present in the Western Heads area 
is unique to a relatively small area within the Cape Floristic Region.’ Is this statement not enough to try to 
preserve as much of the natural vegetation as possible?  
 
In the last 20 years since this report was published, many properties have been cleared for development, non-
locally indigenous plants have been introduced into gardens, fences put up to keep out wildlife and ‘baddies’ 
and keep in pets. The large-scale removal of thicket has removed both shelter and food for the wildlife we all so 
enjoy and fencing has meant animals are now using unfamiliar routes, resulting in an increase in roadkill. 
 

 
Arctotheca populifolia 
(Photo: N van Berkel) 

 
Bonatea speciosa 

(Photo: N van Berkel) 
 

 
Brachycerus farctus 

(Photo: N van Berkel) 

 
Larinioides sp b. 

Orb Weaving spider with butterfly cught in its net 
(Photo: N van Berkel) 

  
iNaturalist is one way to record species seen on the Western Heads. Since my last report on 15th March 2025, 
93 observers have posted 2105 observations of 839 species, including alien, introduced and indigenous species, 
but included in these are 17 observations of 7 plants that are of conservation concern. 
 
I encourage you all to add to this information by taking pictures of the species in your environment and posting 
them on iNaturalist. We can all be Citizen Scientists! 
 
A spreadsheet of all the species that was found on the surveyd properties can be found here. 
  
 

file:///C:/Conservancy/Newsletters/2023/vanberkeln@gmail.com
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Fauna 

Christa le Roux (christa.a.leroux@gmail.com) 

 
 
The Western Heads and Goukamma area is home to several mammals, insects, birds and reptiles. The residents 
of all the urban areas are very protective of ‘their’ wildlife.  
 
What we do to protect our wildlife: 

• WhatsApp group for sharing information ONLY on injured and deceased Wildlife. 

• Report the incident to the Brenton Wildlife SOS WhatsApp group as soon as possible, along with a 
location (preferably a “share location” on WhatsApp) and any photographs or video footage you can 
take that will help assist the veterinarian to assess the animal's condition. 

• Please remember to report any roadkill and other sightings of dead animals, birds, snakes, etc. 

• We need as many people as possible to join to assist should we need to track injured animals. 
• To be added to these group contact 

o Brenton-on-Sea: Christa le Roux on 072 070 7063 
o Lake Brenton: Picca de Bruin on 082 571 2462 

 
Unfortunately there has been several road kills on the Brenton Road during the past year: 

• 1 Bushpig 
• 2 Bushbuck rams 
• 1 Jackal Buzzard 
• 1 Burchell’s coucal 
• 2 Porcupines 
• 19 Puffadders 
• 2 Boomslang 
• 1 Mole snake 
• 1 Dune Mole Rat 

 
Conservation Beekeeping Research Project 
 

• Only colonies that pose a problem to human safety are removed and relocated to another area within 
the WHGC 

• Beekeeping practices that support the conservation of native plant species and contribute to the overall 
health of the natural environment is supported. 

• The use of harmful pesticides and herbicides is discouraged. 
 

 
 

Apis Mellifera Capensis 

 
Wild colony 

Apis Mellifera Capensis 
 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/orach/Downloads/(christa.a.leroux@gmail.com
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Avian Influenza 
There were 3 suspected and 2 confirmed cases of Avian Influenza in the Conservancy. 
 
Rabies in Cape Fur Seals 
No cases of rabies in Cape Fur Seals have been reported in the seals that visit the Conservancy’s beaches from 
time to time, but please do not approach a seal resting on the beach, and keep dogs under control. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Western Heads Wildfire Response Team 
Amanda Louw (rooirokkie.al@gmail.com) 

 

The Western Heads Fire Management Unit has officially launched its own Wildfire Strike Unit - a major milestone 
in community-based disaster preparedness. The team had secured a suitable vehicle from Cape Town, a skid unit 
donated by SCFPA, and essential hoses and manual tools. Read the full article here. 
 
So far in 2026 the Western Heads Wildfire Response Team had responded to 5 fire alerts. 
 
The alert on 14 January turned out to be a serious and complex fire on the Barlow World property for which two 
helicopters were called in. The team mostly played an observational role and used the incident as an experiential 
learning opportunity.a major  
 
Four further alerts pertained to open cooking fires and a garden refuse fire. The team ensured that fires were 
extinguished and took on an educational role, explaining the risks of open fires turning into devastating wildfires. 
 
The team currently consists of 15 active members, with training every last Saturday of the month. 
 
The team’s aim is NOT to fight major fires, but rather to be first on the scene of the alert, to prevent a small fire 
becoming a major tragedy. 
 
People wanting to become involved can contact Amanda Louw on 083 256 1960. 

 

Old Belvidere  
Guy Thesen (gthesen@gmail.com) 

 

 
Old Belvidere's chairman, Humphrey Price and his committee met quarterly last year, as well as organizing two 
residents meetings, one in mid winter, the other in early December, both of which were held in the Church hall. 
Various other successful events were organized and well attended, including the annual Old Belvidere supper 
party in Queen street and informal cricket match on Boxing day.  Two other public events, the  Anglican church 
fete and Music in the garden, both raised about R65K and R20K respectively, some of which went towards the 
restoration and continuing maintenance of the Church building, which is now just over 175 years old.  
 

rooirokkie.al@gmail.com
https://www.knysnaplettherald.com/News/Article/Local-News/western-heads-get-new-wildfire-unit-202510220648
file:///C:/Users/orach/Downloads/(gthesen@gmail.com)
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There were five new families buying houses in old Belvidere last year 
as well as some existing homes going through minor renovations. 
Three public benches were kindly donated and strategically placed by 
private individuals to rest tired legs. From the flora and fauna point of 
view, there have been no major changes, especially in the local bushpig 
population, which never seems to 
exceed 10 - 12 animals in their local 
family group. 
 
The ongoing drought and water crisis 

is stressing much of the environment and ecosystem, as well as many over 
water dependent gardens. Hopefully this drought will continue the trend 
towards more indigenous and natural gardening practices, reduced over 
watering, and water conservation using rain water tanks, as the whole greater 
area faces arguably more unpredictable rainfall patterns into the foreseeable 
future. Old Belvidere is fortunate enough to have access to some operational 
boreholes that produce good quality water that keep up with and exceed the 
local demand.  
 
 

 

 
Belvidere Estate 

 
James Skuse (skusejames@gmail.com) 

 
 

 We continue to prioritise the maintenance and enhancement of Belvidere Estate’s natural environment, 
focusing on sustainability and strict adherence to safety regulations. A major recent undertaking has been the 
extensive clearing of firebreaks across the estate, including the 2,470m² railway break and over 7,600m² 
overgrown areas on the perimeter. These cleanups align with the National Veld and Forest Fire Act, ensuring we 
prevent the spread of veld fires to our neighbours.  
 
Our critical infrastructure remains a top priority. Through a successful partnership between the Knysna 
Municipality and the BHOA, our sewage refining plant and three pump stations are now operating at almost full 
capacity. We are pleased to report that all stations are fully compliant with municipal regulations, with 
operational pumps, switchgear, and backup systems in place. 
  
In a major step for our sustainability goals, our 4th borehole is now operational. This provides significantly 
greater water security and reduces our reliance on the municipal system, freeing up vital resources for the 
broader community. 
 
Our environmental efforts also include the ongoing removal of invasive alien plants that threaten local 
biodiversity. Recent focus has been placed on clearing gum trees, pepper tree saplings and Category 1b invaders 
like Lantana. Removing these species is essential for the recovery of our natural vegetation and further reduces 
fire risks within the estate. We remain dedicated to preserving the health and beauty of our shared environment. 
 

skusejames@gmail.com
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 Biological filters at sewage plant 75% efficiency. 

 
 

 Perimeter clearing of aliens and dead wood – chipped 
and added to soil as much. 

 

 

 
Brenton on Sea  

Amanda Louw (rooirokkie.al@gmail.com) 
(http://brentononsea.co.za) 

 
 

In 2025 several projects were continued: 
 
FISHERMANS’ WALK 

• Many steps were repaired and some lookout points were rebuilt 

• A local resident had the steps to the Sheercliffs/ Fisherman’s Walk parking area fixed 

• Maps and signage were added at the entrance points to Fisherman’s Walk 
 

 
 

One of the repaired lookout points 

 
 

The main entrance to Fisherman’s 
Walk 

 
Signage at the entrance to 

Fisherman’s Walk 

 
BEACH WALKWAY 
The walkway to the Brenton main beach was washed away during the September 2023 storm. Temporary steps 
were constructed but these were very steep. In the beginning of 2025 a new walkway was constructed. This is 
making the beach once more very accessable. 

 

rooirokkie.al@gmail.com
file:///C:/Users/orach/Downloads/(http:/brentononsea.co.za)
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The new walkway to the Brenton Beach 
 

PINK RESCUE BOUYS 
 

During the 2025 December holidays a near-drowning occurred at the Brenton 
beach where a tourist were caught in a rip current. A family member tried to rescue 
her but was also caught in the rip current. The local sand artist, Innocent Zungu, on 
noticing this, grabbed the pink rescue buoy and raced into the sea. The people were 
saved by this prompt action. More pink resue buoys were then installed in various 
places along the beach. Read more about the rescue here. 
 
These are: 

• 1 at the Blokke beach 

• 1 at Millionnaire’s beach 

• 4 between the Main Beach and Buffelsbaai Beach 
 
Additionally a Shark Bite kit has been installed at the Main Brenton beach. 

 
 

 
Lake Brenton 

Picca de Bruin  (piccascene@cyberperk.co.za) 
 LBRA Wildlife Portfolio  

 
 

To emphasize Lake Breton’s role as a conservancy, informational boards have been installed throughout the 
area. These boards highlight key environmental features, including the Outeniqua yellowwood at the 
Yellowwood Bird Sanctuary—a popular spot for birdwatchers. 

Additional information about wildlife, such as the Cape bushbuck and various snake species found along the 
Garden Route, has been placed along Capt. Duthie Road. 

During this summer, when snake activity is particularly high, updates were shared both on these boards and 
across LBRA’s social media platforms. The goal is to help residents and visitors identify different snake species, 
promoting awareness and reducing unnecessary harm to wildlife. 

To further support the community, especially pet owners, LBRA invited Dr Herman Steenkamp and Sr Tracy 
Steenkamp to present a talk on Pet First Aid, focusing on how to respond in the event of a snakebite. 

https://www.knysnaplettherald.com/News/Article/Local-News/innocent-a-rescue-hero-202512101103
mailto:piccascene@cyberperk.co.za
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A number of Cape bushbuck have recently been found with PVC pipes and rubber bands—originating from 
nearby building sites—caught around their hooves or lodged higher up on their legs. These materials can cause 
severe injury, restrict movement, and, if left untreated, may lead to long-term harm or death. 

The only viable solution in such cases is to involve a veterinarian to safely dart the animal and remove the 
obstruction. While this may sound straightforward, it is a complex and time-consuming process. The affected 
animal must first be located and tracked, often over difficult terrain, before a veterinarian can be called to assess 
availability. The bushbuck then needs to be followed—sometimes for hours or days—until the vet can arrive and 
carry out the procedure. 

The most recent incident unfolded over 11 days between Lake Brenton and Brenton-on-Sea, and incurred vets' 
costs amounting to several thousand rand. 

Residents and property owners are strongly urged to take responsibility for ensuring that building contractors 
maintain clean, secure sites. Improper disposal of materials poses a direct threat to local wildlife. While some 
have suggested enclosing sites with shade cloth, this has proven ineffective and even harmful, as bushbuck—
including young fawns—can become trapped inside. 

Owners and neighbours need to get involved—this is avoidable.Everyone in the community has a role to play in 
preventing harm to wildlife. Property owners must ensure that contractors keep sites clean and free of hazardous 
materials, and neighbours are encouraged to report or address unsafe practices where possible. 

By working together and taking responsibility, we can protect our local wildlife and prevent unnecessary 
suffering. 
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Washed up on the beach 

 
 

 

 
Sonar Satellite from a Spanish Fishing Fleet 

 

 
Gas cylinder holders from a wrecked fishing vessel 

 
The Guardian of the Brenton Beach 

 
Sand Sculptures on the Brenton Beach (with Innocent 

Zungu) 
 

 

 
Join the Western Heads Goukamma Conservancy 

 
Membership of the WHG Conservancy is open to all landowners and residents in the conservancy area. Any 
person or group which supports the objectives of the conservancy is encouraged to become members and so 
become involved in the affairs of the conservancy. A nominal annual donation of R150 enables the conservancy 
to cover its administrative costs, but any donation will be welcomed. 
 
There are two membership categories: 
 

1. Membership for landowners – download the application form from the WHG Conservancy website. 
2. Membership for residents of Belvidere, Brenton on Sea, Lake Brenton or Buffelsbaai, or any other 

private individual, who are keen to be individual members – download the application form from 
the WHG Conservancy website. 
 

Please download a membership application form, and once completed, send it to hanitadut@gmail.com. All 
banking details are on the application form. 
 
All landowners are encouraged to become members of the Southern Cape Fire Protection Association. 

(https://.scfpa.co.za ) 
 
More information on membership is available in the Constitution of the Conservancy on the Conservancy’s 
website. http://westernheadsgoukamma.co.za. 
 

mailto:hanitadut@gmail.com
https://.scfpa.co.za/
https://westernheadsgoukamma.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/2022.05.16-Western-Heads-Goukamma-Conservancy-Constitution-Signed.pdf
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