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OPEN-AIR FIRES IN RELATION TO THE NATIONAL VELD AND FOREST FIRE ACT (NVFFA)
FIRE DANGER INDEX

Open-air fire means the burning of material such as untreated wood and wood fibre products like
non-laminated paper and cardboard and boxboard, brush, tree branches/limbs and leaves where the
flame, sparks and burning ambers is not wholly contained and includes campfires, brush fires, burn
drums, windrows and outdoor fireplaces, but does not include barbecues. Fires burning in facilities
intended for this purpose and equipped with spark arrestor screens, such as stoves, fireplaces, and
metal containers, are not considered to be open-air fires.

An open-air fire is any fire burning freely or that can freely spread. Examples of open-air fires are
fireworks and flame and spark producing tools (such as welding tools). The following are not
considered to be an open fire: Propane or ethanol fireplaces. These facilities may be used in the
event of a ban.

The most important factor is that no matter what you burn, where you burn and how you burn you
need to do it responsibly. In the end you will be accountable for your actions.

OPEN FIRE BAN

FLYING LANTERNS
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Examples of open-air fires:

Camp Fires/Burn Pits

Burn Drums/Barrel
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Fire Danger Index — Risk Classifications:

Low fire hazard. Controlled burn operations can normally be
executed with a reasonable degree of safety

DER Although controlled burning operations can be executed without
crating a fire hazard, care must be taken when burning on
exposed, dry slopes. Keep constant watch for unexpected wind
speed and direction changes

DANGEROUS |YELLOW 46 - 60 Controlled burning not recommended when fire danger index
exceeds 45. Aircraft should be called in at early stages of a fire,

: ORANGE 61-75 No controlled burning of any nature should take place. Careful
EROUS note should be taken of any sign of smoke anywhere, especially
on the upwind side of any plantation. Any fire should be attacked
with maximum force at hand, including all aircraft at the time.

All personnel and equipment should be removed from the field.
Fire teams, labour and equipment are to be placed on full stand-
by. At first sign of smoke, every possible measure sjoud be taken
in order to bring the fire under control in the shortest possible
time. all available aircraft are to be called for without delay.

CLASSIFICATION DESCRIPTION OF CLASSIFICATION

Blue The fire danger is so low that no precaution is needed

Fires, including prescribed burns, maybe lit, used or maintained in
Green the open air, on the condition that persons making fires take

reasonable precautions against the fires spreading.

The fire danger is of such a nature that no fires may be allowed in
Vel the open air except those that are authorised by the Fire Protection

Officer where a FPA exists; or elsewhere by the Chief Fire Officer of
the local fire service; or fires in designated fireplaces.

The fire danger is of such a nature that no fires under any
Orange circumstances may be allowed in the open air. Ensure that
equipment is ready.

The fire danger is of such a nature that no fires under any
circumstances may be allowed in the open and extraordinary
readiness and response plans must be in place. Ensure that the
Reaction Team and equipment are on alert.

Red

Landowners must obtain a burn permit and approval before burning any vegetation on their
property. Burn permits are provided by the local Municipal Fire and Rescue Services.

#BE SAFE #WILDFIRE PREVENTION
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