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 OPEN-AIR FIRES IN RELATION TO THE NATIONAL VELD AND FOREST FIRE ACT (NVFFA) 

 FIRE DANGER INDEX 
 

 
Open-air fire means the burning of material such as untreated wood and wood fibre products like 
non-laminated paper and cardboard and boxboard, brush, tree branches/limbs and leaves where the 
flame, sparks and burning ambers is not wholly contained and includes campfires, brush fires, burn 
drums, windrows and outdoor fireplaces, but does not include barbecues. Fires burning in facilities 
intended for this purpose and equipped with spark arrestor screens, such as stoves, fireplaces, and 
metal containers, are not considered to be open-air fires.  
 
An open-air fire is any fire burning freely or that can freely spread. Examples of open-air fires are 
fireworks and flame and spark producing tools (such as welding tools). The following are not 
considered to be an open fire: Propane or ethanol fireplaces. These facilities may be used in the 
event of a ban. 
 
The most important factor is that no matter what you burn, where you burn and how you burn you 
need to do it responsibly. In the end you will be accountable for your actions. 
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Examples of open-air fires: 
 

     
Camp Fires/Burn Pits                                      Burn Drums/Barrels 

 
 

      
Stack Burning                                                                 Burn Drums/Barrel 

 
 

     
Burn Pits                                                               Controlled Burns/Prescribed Burning 
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Fire Danger Index – Risk Classifications: 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Landowners must obtain a burn permit and approval before burning any vegetation on their 
property. Burn permits are provided by the local Municipal Fire and Rescue Services. 
 

#BE SAFE #WILDFIRE PREVENTION 


