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General area of the Western Heads Goukamma Conservancy showing the boundary  
 

 
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 2021 – Dave Edge and Johan Labuschagne 

Dave Edge: Orachrysops@gmail.com 
 

 
Dear conservationists, landowners, and friends 
 
My year as chairman has flown by, and I would like to thank all conservancy members and supporters, and especially our hard-
working committee, for your friendship and the initiatives you have taken during the year so that we can move forward to fulfill 
our objectives. The highlights have been: 

 

• A fire prevention and control strategy is in place, with cutting of fire breaks and planning for ecological burns. Thanks go 
to Dirk Smit and Dave Davies. 

• Alien plant eradication on the Brenton Peninsula has seen more encouraging progress, and we have engaged well with 
some “problem landowners”. With gratitude to Makkie Scheepers, Candace Myers, Judy Harrison and Johan Labuschagne. 

• Improved communications have become a reality with a new look and up to date website and this inspiring and informative 
newsletter. A pat on the back to Hanna Edge and Guy Thesen. 

• Increasing membership amongst WHGC landowners. The list of Uitzicht landowners has been updated and we will invite 
you all to attend our upcoming AGM. Contributions from all of you. 

• Rates rebates/ tax relief for conservation. Great progress has been made with the SANParks Stewardship scheme, and 
several landowners have signed up already. We have to thank Johan Labuschagne and Susan Campbell for this. 
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• Developing trails on the Brenton peninsula and Buffalo Bay – Goukamma road has really taken off and mountain bikers are 
very happy. Thanks to Henrico Knoesen and Jacques Malan for fundraising and Johan Labuschagne for organising. 
 

• Biodiversity conservation has gained new impetus by participation in two bio-blitzes covering all types of fauna and flora. 
The enthusiasm/ dedication of Christa le Roux, Nicky van Berkel and the rest of the biodiversity team is lauded. 

 
 

 

Belvidere Estate and Old Belvidere  
Belvidere Estate: Niekie Lamprecht - chairman (Niekie@atknysna.co.za)  

Old Belvidere: Peter Unite – chairman (peterunite@me.com) 
 

 
 
Belvidere's underlying philosophy is to build property values and enhance the quality of life within a tranquil ''garden suburb in 
the garden route ''. This is achieved by: 
 

• working with the local municipality to maintain the green belts 

• clearing alien vegetation, notably six old pine trees 

• replanting indigenous flora and 

• respecting the local wildlife namely - a family of seven bushpigs, porcupines, bushbuck, honey badgers and numerous 
birds etc. 

 
Many successful projects were completed namely 
 

• creating a gabion basket drainage system to 
protect some homes from flooding together 
with Transnet and Sanral 

• paying for cutting and stacking mostly alien 
vegetation on the common boundary near the 
garage park 

• cutting and clearing the firebreaks on the 
western boundary. 

• Continuing jetty maintenance in conjunction 
with SANParks.  

• Paying for rehabilitation of indigenous 
vegetation in the bird sanctuary area, led by 
Hanlie Kemp. 

• Working in close co-operation with The 
Western Heads Owls, strengthening a 
successful neighbourhood watch system which 
includes the latest camera technologies. 

                                             Upgraded jetty at Belvidere Estate 

 
The Retirement Park has also been very successful in controlling Covid 19 by implementing strict and well managed protocols. 
 
More younger families with children are moving into the suburb with lots of upgrading and refurbishing to existing homes.  
 
Old Belvidere too had a quiet and successful year with ongoing maintenance, replanting of open spaces, alien clearing and 
thanks to the hard-working committee and local residents for their co-operation. 

 
 

about:blank
about:blank
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Brenton on Sea  

Judy Harrison – chairperson of the BRA (stevek@netactive.co.za) 

 

 
 

The Brenton Ratepayers Association (BRA) together with its sub committees of the Brenton Owls Neighbourhood Watch and 
the Brenton Mosaic and Beautifying Team are committed to maintaining the natural areas of our urban and rural properties.  

 
• A weekly team under Christa le Roux and Nicky 

van Berkel cleans up the wetland area near the 
old Brenton Dumpsite.  

• Dr. Angela Gaylard deals with wildlife crises, 
protection and education. Angela keeps a record 
of all wildlife sightings and deaths and is in contact 
with all the coastal entities, staying up to date on 
marine issues. 

• A small team of residents and workers trim and 
maintain Fisherman’s Walk. There is a team that 
regularly inspects Castle Rock and removes old 
fishing line, sinkers and hooks that are discarded 
by fisherman. 

• The Brenton Owls Neighbourhood Watch 
Committee under Tony Rischbieter, and the 
Western Heads Disaster Committee engage 
regularly with the Knysna Fire Department and 
the Southern Cape Fire Protection Association. 
Fire breaks along the urban areas are cut, all fire 
equipment is regularly checked and fire training 
for residents is in the planning stages. 
 
 

 

• A large network of monitored 
cameras in Brenton and on the 
Western Head and nightly patrols by 
the Brenton Owls ensure that there is 
very little crime in BoS.  

• A group of mosaicists in Brenton have 
provided the cliff top and communal 
areas with benches and tables, all 
mosaiced with marine and wildlife 
themes, and funded entirely by 
donations.  

• Brenton Beach was again awarded 
Blue Flag Status 

 
 
 
 
 

 

'Wall of Wings' - an artwork created by artists from #KnysnaArtproject  
at the beach parking area at Brenton on Sea 

View from Fisherman’s Walk westwards to Buffelsbaai 

about:blank


 www.westernheadsgoukamma.co.za 4 

 
Lake Brenton 

Ken Sprenger (kensprenger@aol.com) 

 

 
 
There has been a steady rebuilding of local homes destroyed in the 2017 fires, as more younger families are looking to move 
into Lake Brenton and surrounds. 
 

The well-known resident bushbuck population is 
healthy and thriving, up to 40 animals are estimated to 
be in the area - probably too many, but fortunately 
there have been no dog and buck clashes as people 
generally have their dogs on leashes. The exotic rabbit 
population seems stable and there is no intervention 
strategy at the moment, as some are preyed upon by 
natural predators, including the caracal (lynx). The cape 
clawless otters were seen briefly. A lot of wildlife has 
recovered well since the fires, including about five 
groups of bushpig which forage in the neighbourhood 

and surrounds. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Alien clearing continues within the usual constraints of time, money, and 
energy. A firefighting trailer with a 1000 litre water capacity and associated 
equipment has been purchased. The ongoing night time patrols by local 
residents and security cameras monitored by All Sound have helped keep 
petty crime to an absolute minimum. 
 

 
 

                         African Olive Pigeon (Rameron Pigeon) at Lake Brenton 

 

Bushbuck Ram in Lake Brenton 

Black-headed Heron at Lake Brenton 

about:blank
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Buffelsbaai 

 Jacques Malan – chairman of Buffelsbaai Ratepayers (jacques@jacquesdmalan.com) 
 Henrico Knoesen (henrico@knoesen.com) 

Vera Carstens (vcarstens0@gmail.com) 

 

 

The “Verfraai Buffelsbaai” project is a joint venture between Visit Knysna, The Knysna Municipality, Knysna Art Association, and 
the Buffelsbaai Ratepayers Association.  

The original concept was for a series of six surfboards by local artists. 
Things have snowballed due to the enthusiasm from artists to participate 
in the project. Consequently, the concept has evolved into an initiative 
that we have termed the Buffalo Bay Boardwalk and includes a mural of 
a giant wave over the railway tunnel at the entrance to Buffelsbaai, a 
mural on the street-facing wall of one of the ablutions, and the 
installation of what will eventually be 30+ decorated surfboards 
displayed throughout the public area on walls and the backs of benches 
and as standalone works. 

 

 

 

It became apparent that it is not enough to create and install art - it is critical 
that the surrounding space presents a beautiful background and context for 
the art. We have therefore taken it upon ourselves as a project team to clean 
up and beautify the strip along the waterfront - including straightening and 
fixing of benches before mounting of boards, installation of additional 
benches, replacement or removal of damaged or unnecessary signage, 
straightening and painting of poles used as markers, and mosaicking of the 
braais and the concrete sections in front of the public benches. Additionally, 
we tackled the refurbishment of the exterior of the public ablution blocks to 
accommodate the mural and mounting of boards. The refurbishment of the 
interior of ablutions is also planned to be addressed. 

 

The residents of Buffelsbaai donated more than R70 000 towards the project. Residents from 
Knysna and Buffelsbaai have worked together from 15 June until 6 August 2021 to complete 
the mosaic. Painting of the bus shelters continued and was completed around 25 August. 

 
 
 
 
 

Giant mural at the Railway Bridge at the entrance to 
Buffelsbaai 

Surfboard bench at picnic area, Buffelsbaai 

Bus shelter at Buffelsbaai 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Recreational Trails  

Johan Labuschagne – incoming chairman of the WHG Conservancy (johan@paradisefound.co.za) 

 
 

The aim of the “Recreational trails” program is to educate, nurture and foster an appreciation and love for the special natural 
environment of the WHG Conservancy by providing access to the residents and tourists in an environmentally responsible way. 

 

 
 

Trail network 
 

• Phase 1: White line –Buffels Trail (Hiking, Running & Cycling), Green line –Belvidere-Lake Brenton – Railway trail 
(Hiking, Running & Cycling) 

• 2021 Phase 2: Red, Blue and Yellow line – (Hiking, Running & Cycling) – Barlow & PG Bison 

• Route markings and extra segments in progress 
 
 

 
BUFFELS TRAIL: - CONNECTING BUFFELSBAAI AND BELVIDERE 
Phase 1: The Buffalo trail project put in place November 2020 is a roaring success and received 
high accolades from local residents and visitors alike. This trail is well used and especially 
enjoyed by the“retired age group” and general ability sports enthusiasts. Many locals and 
visitors made incredibly positive comments on various social media platforms.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Rehabilitated railway 
track between Belvidere 

and Lake Brenton 

 
Biking and hiking between Goukamma Station 

and Belvidere 

about:blank
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Phase 2: From Jan21 to date, we implemented two new Trails; the “Whale Trail” and 
“Fynbos Trail” with the permission of the respective landowners. A key enabler was 
Barloworld that did lots of work to clear fire breaks and old forestry roads, contracting the 
FPA - Working on Fire teams. This work must be commended. Barloworld has also done a 
vegetation study that identified the sensitive areas that should be respected. Barloworld 
and PG Bison must be commended for their community and nature friendly and supportive 
approaches; specific mention to Heinie Muller (PG Bison) and David Hewer (Barloworld) 
and a special thanks to Jaco du Plessis and the Service Team for keeping the viewpoints 
tidy. 
 

 
SANParks 

 Megan Taplin – Park Manager (Megan.taplin@sanparks.org) 
 

 
SANparks has three main areas of focus, conservation, tourism and local socio-economic engagement. It has 65 permanent 
employees. 

 
The important protected areas - the forest and estuary, are under 
continuing pressure from human demands. A new Piddock species 
has been identified in the estuary - a clam like, rock burrowing 
creature. The estuary's bird population has been stable and the 
resident fish eagle pair is often seen and heard. 
 
The critically endangered seahorses are regularly monitored as well 
as the large and sensitive beds of important eelgrass. 
 
Local edible fish species are under pressure, which is also reflected 
on a national level. The Bongani river catchment is still a source of 
concern as far as pollution is concerned. 'Working for the coast' 
teams filled up many thousands of black bags of litter over a three-
month period. 
 

 
 

The Knysna estuary is classified as the most important in the country in terms of biodiversity and conservation importance.  
 
The tourism products, which contribute up to 80% of revenue for SANparks, were badly affected during the Covid restrictions. 

                  
A new Park Management Plan is being drawn up and is still 
in the public participation process. Within the budget 
constraints SANparks has had numerous engagements with 
the public and local municipality, including a newly formed 
fisherwomen’s forum, local environmental educational 
events, kids and parks program, co-developing governance 
issues with local stakeholders, entrepreneurial workshops, 
working with the Greater Knysna Business Chamber and 
with the South African Earth Observation network. 
 
The honorary rangers continue good work in and around the 
estuary. Collaboration with the Two Oceans Aquarium in 
Cape Town with turtle rescue, working with the Knysna Basin Project, meeting the local Taxi Association and working with 
private landowners in the Western Heads area to create contractual parks, and not least, ongoing daily inspection of fishing 
and bait collecting permits and the issuing of warnings or fines to transgressors of the Parks environmental rules and 
regulations. 
 

 

Signage along the trails 

Knysna Seahorse 

View over the Knysna Estuary 

about:blank
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Goukamma Nature Reserve  

Thulani Ndlovu – Reserve Manager (tndlovu@capenature.co.za) 
 

 
 
2021 was in many ways better than 2020, with regards to the continuing rebuilding process of the reserve and infrastructure 
after the devastating 2017 fires. 
 
There were only three covid cases within the staff complement of 24 people and the reserve continued to operate its unique 
and popular accommodation facilities and all the trails remained open to the public.  
 

More bushbuck, caracal (lynx), bushpig, tortoises, 
and snakes have been seen and there are many 
exciting new pioneer succession plant species 
appearing for the first time since 2017. The resident 
breeding pair of fish eagles are still around. 
 
Alien tree and firebreak management continues 
within the available budget constraints. 
 
The Goukamma river mouth has been opening and 
closing naturally now for the past few years and a 
more predictable pattern seems to be emerging - 
where the mouth begins to close around May/June 
and then after the rains, opens up again around 
September. 

 
 

 
Spill Tech, a private organization, has been commissioned to clean up 'plastic nurdles' that were spilled after a ship’s container 
was lost somewhere off the southern coastline of South Africa. A team has been cleaning nurdles from around the Goukamma 
river mouth and adjacent coastline area for most of the year now. 

 

 
 

Dolphins 

 

Goukamma Nature Reserve coastline - looking west 
from the Wild Side, Buffelsbaai 

about:blank
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Biodiversity 

Christa le Roux (christa.a.leroux@gmail.com) 

 
 

The WHG Conservancy is home to an amazing array of biodiversity, ranging from 
small insects to large antelope, and several endangered plant species. The 
conservancy also contains the largest intact and ecologically functional area of 
a critically endangered vegetation type, namely Knysna Sand Fynbos. This 
vegetation type is under pressure because of: 
 

• Invasive alien vegetation taking over in some areas (See progress report under 
the next section) 

• Inappropriate development – this is a Critical Biodiversity Area and 
considered by SANParks to be an important Ecological Corridor and Buffer Zone. 

 
After the devastating fires of 2017 the plants and animals are slowly returning to the area, and the following species have been 
seen during this past year: 

 
Birds – Long Crested Eagle, Fish Eagle, Jackal and 
Forest Buzzards, African Harrier-Hawk, Brown 
Headed, Pied and Giant Kingfishers, African Olive 
Pigeons, Thick Knees, Swift Terns, African Black 
Oystercatchers and White Fronted Plovers, as well 

as numerous other birds. A Black-collared Barbet as 

well as a Groundscraper Thrush have made 
Belvidere their home! 
 
 
 
 

 
Butterflies – The endangered Eastern Red 
Copper (Aloeides thyra orientis) is still alive and 
well on the highest parts of the Brenton 
peninsula, but the Brenton Blue (Orachrysops 
niobe) has not been seen since the fire, although 
strenuous efforts are ongoing to find it, at the 
reserve, elsewhere on the Brenton peninsula, 
and wider afield.  
 
 
 
 
Reptiles – Snakes are slowly making a 
return, with puff adders being spotted 
regularly. Boomslang are also seen. 
These snakes help to keep the rodent 
population, which exploded after the 
fire, under control. Angulate tortoises 
are also regularly spotted in gardens 
throughout the conservancy. 

 
 
 
Mammals – Bushbuck can be seen regularly in both Lake Brenton and Brenton on Sea. The Cape Grey Mongoose is returning 
and people with camera traps have reported sightings of caracal and bush pig. 
 
 
 

Aloeides thyra orientis – the endangered 
Eastern Red Copper.  

 

African Black Oystercatchers 

White-Fronted Plover 

Angulate tortoises 

African Harrier-Hawk (Gymnogene} 

about:blank
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Flora – The Knysna Sand Fynbos vegetation type supports a vast array of fynbos plant species, from succulents to proteas, 
erica’s, orchids and more. The protected white milkwood trees, as well as other indigenous trees are part of our landscape. 
 

 

 
Bonatea speciosa 

 Green Wood Orchid 

 

 
 

Satyrium princeps 
(endangered) 

 

 
 

Protea cynaroides 
King Protea 

 
 
 
 

Sustainable bee-keeping – There has been an increase in hive activities of 
the Apis mellifera capensis (Cape Honeybee), in parallel with the increase in 
flowering plants. The numbers of a variety of other pollinators have also 
increased in the same manner. It is still very important for landowners to be 
aware of AFB (American foulbrood), a fatal bacterial disease, that has been 
spreading readily from areas outside the conservancy. Beekeepers should 
not be allowed to bring in any swarms from outside areas, unless said 
colonies have been inspected to be AFB free, by a qualified inspector. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bioblitzes - Local residents have participated enthusiastically in two iNaturalist Nature Challenges, where they go out to 
photograph any wild animal, insect or plant over four days. These are then identified and logged on iNaturalist.org. A special 
‘place’ has been created on iNat which shows all the observations that have been made in the conservancy. In the latest Bioblitz 
that took place from 22nd to 25th October the Garden Route District was placed 4th for the number of observations at 7354 
and 3rd for the number of species recorded at 1736. This great achievement was reached by a handful of dedicated observers 
totaling 116 in all, and those who did the hard work to identify the observations in time. 
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/great-southern-bioblitz-2021-umbrella 
 
Due to the seal breeding season, a substantial increase in stranded juvenile seals (mostly Cape Fur Seals) have been reported. 
 
There has also been an outbreak of avian flu along the Garden Route coast, affecting mainly Cormorants. One such bird was 
collected on Brenton beach and assumed positive by the State Vet due to another case just up the coast. 
  
There is an increasing trend in injured bushbuck rams. These injuries (from external, visual assessments) are almost certainly 
the result of territorial fighting between rams, and an indicator that the increase in the bushbuck population is resulting in lack 
of availability of territories/reduced territory size for rams. 
 
An important (and interesting) study on the coexistence of people and wildlife is being undertaken by researchers from Nelson 
Mandela University's Saasveld campus. The lead scientist (Herve Fritz) is an internationally recognised scientist, and we are 
fortunate to have them looking into this very relevant issue in our area. 
 
 

 

Cape Honeybee - photo credit: SANBI 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/great-southern-bioblitz-2021-umbrella
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Invasive Alien Plant Removal 
Hanna Edge (hanitadut@gmail.com) 

 
 
After the devastating fire of 2017 invasive alien vegetation such as 
Rooikrans (Acacia cyclops) and Black Wattle (Acacia mearnsii) 
sprang up everywhere. These invasive plants would quickly 
outcompete our indigenous fynbos unless drastic action was taken. 
The property owners of Uitzicht and Goukamma were encouraged 
to start an aggressive alien removal program and to date about 66% 
of the Uitzicht properties, excluding the plantations, have been 
cleared. These property owners must be congratulated and the 
property owners who have not cleared their properties of invasive 
alien vegetation yet are encouraged to start immediately. Regular 
follow up programs are also very important to ensure that new 
growth is eradicated before it becomes a problem. 
 
 
 
 

 
There are several organisations that can be contacted to assist in clearing invasive alien vegetation: 

• SANParks  

• The Working for Water program under the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment: 
https://www.dffe.gov.za/projectsprogrammes#workingfor 

• The Alien Busters – a local (Brenton based) team. Find information on FaceBook: 
https://www.facebook.com/alienbusters 

 
We thank in particular the Brenton Ratepayers, Belvidere Homeowners and Brenton on Lake Residents for their efforts in 
clearing road verges and public areas. 

 

 
 

Black Wattle along the Brenton road – The road verge has been cleared but not the adjoining property 

 

 
Acacia mearnsii (Black Wattle) 

 
Acacia cyclops (Rooikrans) 

Government regulations regarding the clearing of invasive vegetation can be found here: 
https://www.dffe.gov.za/sites/default/files/gazetted_notices/nemba10of2004_alienandinvasive_specieslists2016_0.pdf 

 

The Alien Busters at work near Belvidere 

about:blank
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Important Contact Information 

 
 

 

Issue Who to call Number 
Uncontrolled fire Knysna Fire Brigade 

Your Neighbourhood Watch 
044 302 8911 

Broken municipal waterpipe 
or sewer 

Knysna Municipality 
 

044 302 8911 

Report on their app 

Illegal dumping Knysna Municipality Law Enforcement 
Your Neighbourhood Watch 

044 302 6551 

House break in AllSound Security 044 382 5589 

Someone in distress in the 
sea or lagoon 

Knysna Sea Rescue 082 990 5956 

Hiking or biking accident in 
a remote area 

Mountain Club of South Africa Search 
and Rescue Team 
Metro Rescue Services 

021 937 0300 
 

10177 

Snake in your house Knysna Fire Brigade 044 302 8911   

An injured buck or other 
animal 

Knysna Vet 044 382 1844 

Injured marine animals, 
(Dolphins, Seals, Turtles, 
Whales) 

SANParks Knysna 
 
Cape Nature Goukamma 
 

https://www.nsri.org.za/2020/11/what-
to-do-if-you-find-a-marine-animal-in-
distress/ 
 

044 302 5600 
 

044 383 0042 

Injured Penguin or Seabird Tenikwa Wildlife and Rehabilitation 
https://tenikwa.com/wildlife-rescue/ 

082 486 1515 
 

Injured Raptor Raptor Rescue Plett 
https://raptorrescueplett.co.za/ 

073 948 8371 

Whale in distress NSRI Emergency Ops Centre 087 094 9774 
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